[Complete sealing of dental cavities].
Notwithstanding the adhesive capacity of composites and glass-ionomers, bonding is jeopardized by the curing shrinkage. Curing contraction in an adhesive restoration is reduced partly by elastic strain, partly by plastic flow and partly by local fracture. With respect to the class V composite restoration, material properties are discussed and selection criteria are given in order to achieve a perfect marginal seal.